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ALBANY PORT COMMUNITY CONSULTATION COMMITTEE MEETING 

Minutes of meeting held at Southern Ports – Albany Board Room  

Tuesday 7 November 2017, 5:00pm 

 
PRESENT: 
Committee members: 
Chairman      Chris Gunby 
Deputy Chair / RDA Great Southern  Simon Lyas 
City of Albany     Paul Camins 
Department of Transport   Noel Chambers 
ACCI       Russ Clark 
Community representatives  Anthony Moir 
       Jane Mouritz 
        
 
Southern Port (SP) – Albany staff: 
Chief Executive Officer    Nicolas Fertin  
General Manager    Darren Lambourn  
Harbour Master    Gary Wilson 
Communications Business Partner  Peta Rule 
Office Coordinator (Minutes)  Denise Fisher 
 
Guest speaker  
Plantation Energy    Dick Allen 
 
APOLOGIES: 
SP Board representative   Cass Porter 
City of Albany     Andrew Sharpe 
 
Item 1  Welcome  
 
Congratulations to Chris Gunby as the newly elected Chair and Simon Lyas as Deputy Chair. Chris Gunby opened the 
meeting and discussed how he would like to run the PCCC meetings with as much discussion as possible. 
Simon Lyas and Jane Mouritz mentioned they will need to leave the meeting at 6:30pm. 
 
Item 3    Minutes of Previous Meeting 
 
The minutes of the previous meeting held on 8 August 2017 were agreed as being a true and correct record. 
 
Moved:  Russ Clark    Seconded: Anthony Moir 
 
Item 4    Matter arising from previous minutes 
      
Chris Gunby would like points raised by the community members to be kept on the agenda until discussed. This way 
they do not get forgotten. 
 

 CBH presentation on silos / ring road – future meeting 

 Port public interface (landscape improvements) – future meeting 

 Port user presentation – see item 6 

 Community sponsorship – see item 9 
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Item 5    Role of PCCC and membership update 
     Memberships expiring February 2018 
 
Six committee members term is due to expire in February 2018, four have renominated for another two year term. 
 
Motion: 
The Committee resolves to recommend to SP Board the renominations of applications:  

- Anthony Moir 
- Simon Lyas 
- Russell Clark  
- Jane Mouritz 

 
Moved: Chris Gunby    Second: Noel Chambers 
 
Action:  Denise to submit the recommended PCCC member names and applications to the SP Board for consideration 
 
The advert calling for applications for the PCCC will be placed again in the local newspapers for another 4 weeks, with 
closing date extended to Monday 4 December 2017. The committee commenced in 2014 with 15 members, we are now 
down to 7 members. The Albany Port Charter states ‘the PCCC will have up to a maximum of 25 members including two 
non-member Directors representing the SP.’ 
 
We received one new application from the recent advertising, the committee decided to hold making a decision until 
the extended closing date in December.  
 
Action:  Denise to email received PCCC applications to committee members at the end of the closing date for 

recommendations to the Board before the next PCCC meeting in February 
 
Chris Gunby spoke to the meeting about the port legislation under section 14A of the Port Authorities Act: 
  

A port authority must establish a committee for the port for the purpose of promoting 
and facilitating communication, information sharing and consultation between the  
port authority and members of the public who are or may be affected by port operations. 

 

The meeting discussed how to get the community members involved with the PCCC. Options suggested were sending 
correspondence by the Chair on behalf of PCCC or the Chair, Gary Wilson and/or Darren Lambourn to attend group 
meetings and presenting on behalf of SP to discuss the committee with individual people. All members have a role in 
promoting the committee. 
 
Chris Gunby asked for suggestions on people and business to fill the gaps we have on the PCCC. It was suggested 
boating recreational users, local fisherman eg: South Coast Fisherman’s Association, Boatshed, GSDC, Frederickstown 
Progress Assoc, primary producer representatives, real estate businesses, tourism & retail in CBD. 
 
Action: Chair and Darren Lambourn to make contact with identified target groups to encourage their application to 
   committee 
 
Item 6  Topic for the meeting 
   Nicolas Fertin 
      
Dick Allen from Plantation Energy presented to the meeting, a copy of his power point is attached. 
 

 To date pellets supplied locally are only for individual consumers 

 Agreement with New Forrest to provide feedstock 

 Plant is all German manufactured equipment and largest in Southern Hemisphere 

 Capacity of 250 thousand ton pellets per year 

 Primarily exporting to Belgium but hopeful Japan will become a destination 
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 Last shipment to Europe 
 

Q:  You mentioned the forest is shrinking, have you any concerns with supply in the future? 
A:  Our contract is with New Forrest and they replant as we go. 
 
Q:  With the process of creating the pellets are there any binders added? 
A: No it is a natural resin. 
Q: What would be the value per ton? 
A: For us as a FOV seller in terms of US dollars $130 per ton. 
 
Q: Do you supply to the local market? 
A: Only some small private users. 
 
Dick Allen left the meeting 5:25pm. 
 
Item 7  Current and new projects update 
   Darren Lambourn 
 
Plantation Energy’s first shipment went fairly smoothly, we did have a few issues with dust. They also had transfer 
issues, lessons were learnt with silos and trucks sitting waiting to be loaded. All in all it went pretty well, everyone from 
the port pulled together and moved pretty quickly with a good outcome.  
 
Chris Gunby queried how significant it would be for the port in terms of % of trade and amount of income? 
Darren Lambourn responded it will not compete with CBH, not hugely significant. Nicolas Fertin said it is a very 
important trade for the port as it needs to diversify. Whenever we have frosts the grain is impacted, at least the pellets 
will be there regardless of the weather like the woodchips.  
 
Paul Camins queried if the problems they had were cartage issues, or was it because they did not have storage at port? 
Darren Lambourn responded they had no storage at the port, because different companies own the sheds, they will 
need 3

rd
 party negotiations. 

 
Nicolas Fertin mentioned the port spent 5 weeks from the time the vessels were booked to being up and running. It was 
a lot of work by many Southern Ports employees as well as the port service providers, Plantation Energy had to 
negotiate 3

rd
 party arrangements for the loading.  

 
Darren Lambourn commented we look forward to his next shipment, it is good for Albany, the Great Southern Region 
and employment. 
 
Cruise Ships 
Chris Gunby mentioned he visited the port during the last cruise ship, it was educational in terms of a ship visitor 
perspective, it was slightly daunting. He said Darren has some great ideas about a lot of things that could be done to 
make it friendlier.  
 
Russ Clark queried who coordinates the cruise ships volunteers? Darren answered it has been a bit fragmented, the 
port hires the shuttles buses to get the passengers into the town centre. There hasn’t been any real coordination.  
 
Russ Clark mentioned he had attended a meeting about 1 year ago, originally Elise Van Corp was involved with 
coordinating the volunteers through the Visitors Centre.  Since she has moved on there is a real break down in their 
effort. 
 
Darren Lambourn spoke to the meeting about what the port has done to improve the passengers visit to Albany. We 
have opened up the transit shed to welcome the passengers whilst waiting for the shuttle / tour buses.  The port plans 
to start making the experience a lot better, we would propose to educate passengers whilst they are waiting for buses. 
The plan is in its infancy, with opening up the 3 big doors on the shed, with plans to make it a lot more attractive. We 
have a lot further to go. Broome are going to dredge to let the cruise ships in, once that is done it will be a game 
changer for the west coast, and it may have flow on effect and help growth for Albany.  
 
Jane Mouritz asked how many people are on the volunteer list group in Albany?  
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A:  The City has a list of volunteers, through the Visitors Centre. Not sure if Tracey from the Albany Volunteers Group 
 helps. 
 
Gary Wilson mentioned there seems to be conflict about getting passengers to York Street first, like York Street is the 
arrival point. The arrival point is when the passengers walk down gang way and they are standing waiting for a bus, 
that’s when their visit to Albany commences. 
 
The meeting agreed there is a lot of potential and improvement for the cruise ships. The discussion is to be continued 
next meeting. 
 
Jane Mouritz queried if there is any way the PCCC can help, if we went down to the wharf and had that experience. The 
meeting discussed this. Jane and Anthony are available for this Saturdays cruise ship the Maasdam. The Astor is in for 
the next meeting. It was suggested for the whole PCCC to visit the Astor then continue to the meeting.  
 
ACTION: Gary to organise with the cruise ship Maasdam and Astor. Denise will email PCCC to organise a list of 

names for the ship visit and with place and time to meet. 
 
Item 8  Harbour Master update 
   Gary Wilson 
 
Albany Port has had 27 vessels over the last 3 months, since 1

st
 August. We are expecting the grain ships to start picking 

up with another ship due on 1 December 2017. This is generally are quiet time of year. 
 

14 grain 
1 tanker 
1 silica sand 
8 woodchip 
1 woodpellet 
2 cruise ships 
 

Gary provided an update for Albany Port: 

 Three of the Fremantle Pilots have recently revalidated for Albany Port. Sumanth Surendran, Deputy Harbour 
Master, will be on leave from mid December through January, the Fremantle Pilots will help cover over this 
period. 

 B6 mooring marine analysis. The industry is moving to 215m long ship. We will have the results in a few weeks 
time. 

 The tendering for line boat business in Albany and Bunbury will be out this week. 

 We have the cruise ship Maasdam in Albany on Saturday – noon to 6:00pm. 
 
At 2:55pm on Saturday Gary received a phone call from Esperance pilots with three yachts that had capsized in front of 
them. Just after that Gary received another call from Bunbury pilots, a 12 metre yacht got themselves into difficulty 
right in front of the ship. We have written letters to yacht clubs, it is a really big issue the interaction between leisure 
and commercial ships. In the channels the big ships have nowhere to go.  
 
Q:  How many vessels would normally visit the Albany port? Gary replied there would normally be 165 to 180 vessels 
per year. 
 
There was a discussion on recreational boating and marine safety, getting the education out to different groups. 
 
Item 9  External Communications – Media 
    Peta Rule 
 
Petra Rule introduced herself to the committee and provided the members with the 2017 Southern Ports Annual 
Report. 
 
An update on media publications was presented: 

 Port talk - across all 3 sites. Includes a good mix of trade, people and community related 
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 Cruise ships 

 An article in the newspaper covering a new partnership between SP and the Albany Men’s Shed who are turning 
port timbers into commemorative plaque for maiden voyage.  

 
Action:  To forward PCCC electronic copies of Port Talk as ongoing basis 
 
Peta mentioned if we have insufficient applications for the PCCC, she will look at doing a proactive media article. 
 
Peta Rule presented an update on SP Sponsorships. A copy of the presentation is attached. 
 
Chis Gunby queried if there was a role for the committee with the sponsorship other than being informed? Peta replied 
she expects that there is, but there are other complications around the process and behind the scenes as well. We are 
building a new external website that will streamline the process. 
 
Nicolas Fertin mentioned SP are trying to sponsor events that are once-off and sponsorship should not be used to 
create a dependence on the port each year for the same event. 
 
Nicolas Fertin mentioned Darren Lambourn and Gary Wilson and also himself have roles of representation in the 
community. For example today Southern Ports CEO participated in a panel discussion with the City of Albany and CBH 
and Main Roads with the topic of the Albany Ring Road to the Australian Local Government Association annual 
conference which took place in Albany this week.  
 
Members asked for written reports and presentations to be forwarded to committee members prior to the meeting to 
enable better consideration and input, including from those not able to attend the meeting. 
 
Note:  Presentation papers for the PCCC meetings to be forward to committee members before meetings. Suggestion 
   to use drop box – Peta Rule to look at this 
 
Item 10 Southern Ports Authority update 
    Nicolas Fertin (Chief Executive Officer) 
 
SP business is not starting to well financially from a trade perspective, with Esperance behind in last 4 months. First 
Quantum Mineral put their mine in care and maintenance. This impacted employment across the three Southern Ports 
town. Even Bunbury was seriously impacted with one Bunbury based contractor to FQM loosing work for approximately 
300 people. In addition, one Esperance customer has entered into voluntary administration, and finally, the largest 
customers of Southern Ports have had product quality issues and have been running at 60% of production rate. 
 
Luckily CBH have been very optimistic about what will happen in Albany and Esperance. However, Nicolas has just been 
informed they are expecting the shipping pattern to be even more seasonal then last year, with the majority of shipping 
between February and April.  
 
The review on the amalgamation seems on track for Christmas.  
 
Thank you to those who attended the Board Stakeholder Function in October.  
 
6:35pm Simon Lyas left the meeting. 
 
Darren Lambourn mentioned there has been a new product through Bunbury on Sunday. Nicolas Fertin mentioned 
there has been a new trade in Esperance, burnt logs. They have been sent to Japan for Biomass. We have bauxide 
commencing in Bunbury next Monday. 
 
Noel Chambers queried if the growing independent market, with not putting their grain through CBH, does that affect 
the port in any way? Nicolas Fertin responded that CBH plays multiple roles in relation to grain. CBH is still the only port 
terminal in Albany. CBH is also a trader of grain and there are other traders of grain available to our farmers. However 
those traders need to have an agreement with CBH to export through CBH port facilities. The only non CBH terminal 
that exists in operation in Southern Ports is Bunge in Bunbury. 
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Item 11 Member Discussion and feedback 
 
Simon Lyas gave an update before he left the meeting. FORM were successful for funding for a creative project, which 
includes painting the Albany CBH silos. The meeting discussed the silo art trail being in remote districts. Nicolas Fertin 
mentioned that creating an attraction around the grain silos may cause traffic safety issues. It will be an issue to be 
fixed through significant funding to segregate the heavy haulage trucks on Princess Royal Drive with tourist or the 
public wanting to see the silos from close. But as with everything, there should be always a solution.  
 
Note:   To invite CBH to a PCCC meeting 
 
Simon Lyas mentioned he attended with Bruce Manning a meeting in the community of Walpole. After 50 years absent 
they have found the ‘Lady Walpole’, which was the first cruise boat that was designed and built for the inlet. It was built 
by the Swarbricks, the Walpole original ship builder. It was found in dry dock in Broome by a consortium. They managed 
to bring the hull of the vessel which is 33 feet long back to Walpole. There were about 25 people at the meeting 
discussing how they are going to restore the boat. The vessel has a wonderful story and long history. Someone at the 
meeting suggested the port might have a spare shed for the restoration. Darren Lambourn asked for Simon to forward 
an email with the details.  
 
Chris Gunby asked around the table for feedback and questions.  
 
Item 12  Suggested topic for next meeting 

   All members 
 
The next meeting the cruise ships will be the main focus.  
 
Paul Camins mentioned the waterfront development. There could be something that will be put into draft next week, 
about potentially trying to get residential into the waterfront. It will most probably not go to Council till the February 
meeting.  
 
Note:   To discuss the Waterfront development at next meeting in February, along with cruise ships 
 
Anthony Moir mentioned due to the recent local government election results there has been a couple of changes in the 
shire presidents and members of the ‘Great Southern Economic Alliance’ committee members of our partner shires.  
 
Note: Since the meeting: 
Anthony can now confirm that the Alliance partners are continuing with their planned restructuring, to create a more 
organized, uniformed business model approach for our (LTO’s) local tourism operators.  These changes are some way 
off but are due to be finalized by 1/7/18 and are expected to assist in accommodation, tour bookings and holidaying 
packages sales, etc. The cruise ship visitors will benefit from these changes and enhance their Albany, South Coast visit 
experience. 
 
Meeting closed 6:45pm 
 
Next meeting Wednesday 7 February 2018 
 

 


