
 

 

 

PORT COMMUNITY LIAISON COMMITTEE MEETING 

TUESDAY 6 MARCH 2018 

 

MINUTES 

 

PRESENT John Saunders (Chairman) 
Derek Lee 
Michael Ansell 
John Higgins 
Raymond Jordan 
Tim Lee Steere 
Nicolas Pozniakov 
Monique Warnock 
Brian Rettinger 
 

Nicolas Fertin (CEO) 
Darren Lambourn (GM, PoB) 
Gary Wilson (HM) 
Duncan Gordon (HSE Mngr) 
Kaitlyn Procter (Commercial) 
Darren Chapman (GM HSES) 
Kylie Astbury (Communications) 
Carol McKenzie (Committee Secretary) 
 
 
 

   
APOLOGIES Matt Granger                                                                                  
 
The Chairman opened the meeting at 5:02pm. 
 
 
1. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
No Declarations 

 
2. Minutes Of Previous Meeting 
 
The minutes of the meeting from 14 December 2017 were confirmed by the Committee 
members as true and correct. 
 
3. Matters Arising From Previous Minutes 
 
K Proctor gave an update on the Port Tours.  A draft Scope of Works was given to members 
and K Proctor stated that Expressions of Interest documentation is in progress and will be 
out within the month through Tenderlink and adverts in the newspapers.  K Proctor 
encouraged members to send any feedback on the Scope of Works via e-mail to D 
Lambourn or to herself. 
 
B Rettinger suggested that better use be made of the Action List. 
 
 
4. Port Trade And Project Updates (D Lambourn/N Piacentini) 
 
D Lambourn provided the following update: 
 

• 460 000 tonnes of product has gone through Berth 8 during the month of February. 

• The third Bauxite stockpile is underway but there is no shipment advice as yet. 

• We have one shipment of Alumina Hydrate due at the moment. 
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• Talison shed will be starting soon. 

• There will be a two week shutdown of Berth 8 commencing end of April to install the 
new Luffing Winch.  

• An ARC Flash study has been done across all three Ports.   
 
 
 
5. Environmental Report (D Gordon) 
 
D Gordon, HSE Manager, provided the following update: 
 
There has been more community contact regarding dust at Berth 3.  An issue with loading 
Biomass at Berth 3 caused a very high level of dust which resulted in six complaints from the 
community that were then referred to Wapres.  Wapres advised they will undertake 
improvements for the next shipment of Biomass. 
 
The marine sediment program checking on copper levels in sediment is now complete and 
we are waiting for the results. 
 
Corella control – only one tender response was received by the City of Bunbury which was 
very expensive.  A meeting was held to discuss the methodology described by the tenderer 
for the culling of the Corellas but it was deemed unsuitable for the urban environment.  We 
may have to look at contacting companies in Perth.  B Rettinger suggested looking at 
undertaking control at the nesting grounds. 
 
The Azamara Journey Cruise ship visit went well.  The traffic management worked 
efficiently. Feedback from passengers was positive. 
 
Maritime Security Identification Cards (MSIC) security checks are on going with the 
involvement of Border Force.  The results show that compliance is very good with only one 
breach that has been dealt with. 
 
The Department of Transport and Landcorp in conjunction with the Port and lease holders 
will be carrying out site contamination investigations at the Outer Harbour. 
 
D Chapman shared the “Mind on the Job” campaign currently being undertaken at Southern 
Ports to reinforce and support staff particularly those in Esperance that may be impacted by 
the possible cessation of iron exports in the future. 
 
 
6. Marine Update (G Wilson) 
 
G Wilson provided the following marine update: 
 
During the Azamara Cruise ship visit G Wilson spoke to the Captain and received positive 
feedback regarding Bunbury. G Wilson stated that the cruise ship industry is expanding. 
D Lee asked if there is a potential to encourage international cruise ships. G Wilson stated 
that it was up to the cruise ship companies to decide. D Lee also stated that Berth 1 and 2 
were very unattractive for disembarking passengers. 
 
The dredging survey results showed the siltation at Berth 1 and Berth 2 is worse than 
expected.  We now have a five year contract for dredging.  We are looking at dredging the 
main channel during the Berth 8 shut down. 
 
The Dynamic Under Keel Clearance (DUKC) is ongoing and the new weather forecasts are 
now in place. Training will commence in a couple of weeks. 
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The introduction of Port Standards and Procedures is going live today. 
 
5:36 pm John Higgins arrived 
 
 
7. Southern Ports Update (Nicolas Fertin) 
 
N Fertin provided the following update: 
The Minister attended the Koombana Bay Festival for the opening of the waterfront and 
noted the silo’s demolition. 
 
In October 2017, as per contract, Southern Ports received an 18 month operation forecast 
from one of our biggest customers in Esperance. Then on 25 January 2018 the US head 
office advised the share market but not Southern Ports that they would likely cease 
operating in late 2018. The implications to Southern Ports would be significant with 
Esperance losing 75% of their trade.  Southern Ports is working together to look at existing 
trade as the economy is good for certain commodities but not iron ore.  Southern Ports is the 
second largest employer in Esperance. 
 
On 21 February 2018 the Minister tabled the Post Amalgamation Review which showed that 
most of the benefits have been met or partially met.  A deficiency in managing change pre 
and post amalgamation was highlighted including isolated cultural issues but the report 
encourages Southern Ports to continue its cultural change program. There were ten 
recommendations handed down in the review which are now being addressed. 
 
Between 23 and 28 February, the Member for Albany and the ABC have indicated that they 
had been informed that there was bullying in Southern Ports. Worksafe advised that at 
present they are investigating six alleged bullying complaints.  A media release by the ABC 
reported on the alleged bullying.  Over the last three years there were twelve complaints 
received and investigated, half of which were investigated by external investigators and, of 
the twelve, three were substantiated.  
 
8. Community questions 
 
J Saunders advised that he had received an email from M Warnock about the noisy braking 
of a number of trucks turning into Estuary Drive and suggested that signage could be the 
first step to addressing the issue.  D Gordon stated that he raised the issue with Port Users 
and that we will talk to Main Roads about signage. 
 
B Rettinger enquired if the Port Talk article that was in the January newspaper was a regular 
item. K Astbury stated that the article was run quarterly across all sites and published on the 
same day in the local community newspaper.  The committee asked if the Port Talk should 
go out more regularly and to a broader community.  It was suggested that social media may 
be another option and possibly to have copies in the Bunbury Visitors Centre. 
 
N Pozniakov enquired if the Port has been given a procedure in the loading of the Alumina 
Hydrate.  D Lambourn advised that assessments are done for each product and the 
Environmental Licence has limits to ensure compliance with the licence. 
 
6:02 pm Monique Warnock arrived 
 
M Warnock discussed the dust issues with the Biomass loading at Berth 3. 
 
 
6:08  pm Duncan Gordon left the meeting 
 
6:12  pm Darren Chapman left the meeting 
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9. Any Other Business 
 
J Saunders discussed the nominations and recommendations for member applications.  The 
committee went through and voted on the applications.  There were thirteen applications 
received, six were continuing as members, six were new applications and one application 
did not qualify. M Ansell was nominated for Chair and B Rettinger was nominated for Deputy 
Chair. The applications will be put forward to Southern Ports Board for endorsement at the 
Board meeting on 15 March 2018. 
 
J Saunders announced that he was stepping down as Chair and also from the committee. 
He thanked everyone and stated that he has enjoyed his time as Chair of the PCLC. J 
Saunders was thanked for being the Chair and for the number of years in the position. 
 
J Higgins and M Granger also stepped down from the Committee and were thanked for their 
time as members. 
 
K Astbury spoke about the revised draft Charter and invited comment from the committee to 
be sent to the Committee Secretary by 20 March 2018.  
 
Meeting closed at 6.33 pm 
 
DATE OF NEXT MEETING:  To be advised 
 
 
John Saunders 
Chairman 
Bunbury Port Community Liaison Committee 
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ACTION ITEM LIST 

FROM MINUTES OF PORT COMMUNITY LIAISON COMMITTEE 

6 March 2018 

 

ITEM NO ACTION DATE AROSE ACTION BY STATUS 

1. 
Elections to go to the Board and elected members to be 

notified 
6 March 2018 C McKenzie/D Harris  

2. Send out proposed future dates of meetings 6 March 2018 C McKenzie 

Completed 10/04/2018 via e-mail.  New members 

notified in endorsement letters. Invitations will be 

sent out before each meeting. 

3. Use Action List better 6 March 2018 C McKenzie Ongoing 

4. 
Committee members to send back recommendations on draft 

Charter by 20 March 2018 
6 March 2018 C McKenzie  

5. 

Consideration to be given regarding whether the “Port Talk” 

newspaper listings should occur more often and to a broader 

community, more social media coverage and whether hard 

copies of the “Port Talk” should be made available at the  

Bunbury Visitor’s Centre.  

6 March 2018 N Fertin  

     

 

 


