
 

 

PORT COMMUNITY CONSULTATION COMMITTEE - BUNBURY 

WEDNESDAY 6 MARCH 2019 

 

MEETING MINUTES 

 

PRESENT 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Mike Ansell (Chairman) 
Anne-Louise Dubrawski 
Brian Rettinger (Deputy Chair) 
Derek Lee 
Fiona Fitzgerald 
Mark Ritchie 
Monique Warnock 
Murray Webb 
Nicolas Pozniakov 
Raymond Jordan 
 

Tresslyn Smith 
Jane Andel (Director) 
John Barratt (Director) 
Steve Lewis (CEO) 
Darren Lambourn (GM, PoB) 
Duncan Gordon (Env Mngr) 
Darren Chapman (GM, HSES) 
Nathan Piacentini (Mgr Maint/Ops) 
Peta Rule (Communications) 
Carol McKenzie (Committee Secretary) 
 

   
APOLOGIES Michael Pekin 

Gary Wood 
 
                                                                                

Kaitlyn Proctor 
 
 
 

The Chairman opened the meeting at 5:04pm. 
 
Mike Ansell welcomed everyone including Directors Jane Andel and John Barratt and the 
new CEO of Southern Ports, Steve Lewis, to the meeting. 
 
 
1. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
M Warnock declared that the successful applicant of the Port Tours is one of her clients. 
 
 
2. INTRODUCTION OF NEW CEO AND DIRECTORS  
 
Steve Lewis introduced himself and gave a brief description of his career in Public Transport, 
Port of Dampier, North Queensland Bulk Ports and Mid West Ports and discussed the 
importance of Ports in the community and the regions. 
 
Steve Lewis stated that after his initial assessment of Southern Ports he felt that Esperance, 
having a much smaller footprint of the three Ports, would need to become a smart port using 
technology more broadly.  Albany would be perfect for a sustainable port from energy 
through to the community and would make an excellent contribution to show how ports could 
become sustainable.  Bunbury and what it can offer has a good opportunity with Westport.  
Steve Lewis stated that he was very encouraged with the work that has been done on the 
Bunbury footprint and that Bunbury has the potential to take on city based tasks.  Steve 
Lewis also stated that he is passionate about ports and regional development. 
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Jane Andel introduced herself as one of the new Directors of Southern Ports and spoke 
about her history in Human Resources and being on the Board of the Bunbury Regional 
Entertainment Centre. 
 
John Barratt introduced himself as one of the new Directors of Southern Ports and stated 
that he is a Certified Practising Accountant (CPA) and he had previously worked for the 
Bunbury Port Authority for twenty three years.  John also stated that he has been a Bunbury 
resident for over thirty years. 
 
      
3. Minutes Of Previous Meeting 
 
The minutes of the meeting from 5 December 2018 were confirmed by the Committee 
members as true and correct. 
 
 
4. Matters Arising From Previous Minutes 
 
D Lambourn stated that he will cover Item 4 of the Action List being the Revised Inner 
Harbour Structure Plan in his report. 
 
D Lambourn advised that the Stakeholder Function due to be held in February 2019 had to 
be postponed and now that a new CEO is in place a new date will be formalised.  S Lewis 
stated that the function should be held in June when the Board meets in Bunbury. (Action 
item 4.1) 
 
B Rettinger suggested that the Action Item numbers should be unique for ease of reference. 
 
 
5. Port Trade And Project Updates (Nathan Piacentini) 
 
D Lambourn stated that Nathan would be leaving Southern Ports and moving to Albemarle.  
D Lambourn thanked Nathan for all his work and wished him well. 
 
N Piacentini provided the following update: 
 
Southern Ports will undertake civil works for a future laydown area at Berth 5.  The tender 
will be awarded next week to have the area ready by June 2019. The old power station site 
is available as a lay down area as well. 
 
Image Resources has commenced exporting heavy mineral concentrate (HMC) through 
Berth 5 using rotor boxes. 
 
The two week shutdown at Berth 8 will be finalised this week where a number of 
modifications and maintenance work has been carried out.  Two new weightometers have 
been installed bringing the total number of weightometers in the Port to four.  Port Users will 
now use the weightometers in preference to the Draft Survey Reports.  There were eleven 
job fronts in total that were carried out smoothly and with a high standard of safety.  The only 
issue experienced was the inability to calibrate the weightometers on the set day due to 
wind. 
 
Berth 5 trade is going smoothly.  M Ansell asked if the exporting of grain has had an impact 
on the Port.  N Piacentini stated that there has been no impact as Berth 3 has the capacity 
for trade. 
 



 

Port Community Consultation Committee - Bunbury  Page 3 

Minutes 6 March 2019  

 

D Lambourn stated that over the last three years approximately 2.1 million tonnes has 
moved through Berth 8 and we are now close to reaching 3 million tonnes.  The new vessel 
scheduling system has contributed to the increase in throughput.  
 
N Piacentini stated that berth occupancy is at 66%.  This shows extra throughput but slightly 
less occupancy due to the efficiency of the system and improvements made over the last 
two years. 
 
The maintenance team have moved from fixed term roles to permanent roles.  Frank 
Mustica has moved into the Operations Coordinator role and Ryan Ilacqua is now in the role 
of Maintenance Planner. 
 
D Lambourn spoke about the projects currently underway in the Port and stated that the 
works for the laydown area will be awarded shortly to be ready for the large amount of break 
bulk cargo due in the future. 
 
D Lambourn advised that Southern Ports are currently finalising the Terms and Conditions 
with the preferred tenderer for Port Tours and will update members at the next meeting. 
(Action Item 5.1).  B Rettinger asked if there was a target date.  D Lambourn stated he 
hopes it will be within the next few months. 
 
D Lee asked what products come through Berth 1 and 2.  D Lambourn stated that it is mainly 
methanol, scrap metal and a few cruise ships. 
 
N Piacentini stated that the Port is working on removing sand from the sand trap at the Outer 
Harbour and will be using it to renourish the area around Point Busaco.  The sand is also 
given to schools, day-care centres and riding schools.  Due to the quantity of sand some of it 
is being used to build up port land for future development.                                                                                
 
 
6. Environmental Report (D Gordon) 
 
D Gordon, Environment Manager, provided the following update: 
 
D Gordon thanked N Piacentini for all his work with the Port. 
 
The Port is working with the Department of Agriculture and Water Resources (DAWR) on the 
first point of entry compliance requirements. 
 
The final report on the Outer Harbour Detailed Site Investigation still hasn’t been received.  
The report will be presented at the next meeting if available. (Action Item 6.1) 
 
The Department of Water and Environmental Regulations (DWER) approved the licence 
amendment for the construction of the new Talison shed at Berth 8.  Conditions for trial and 
one-off shipments were also included in the amendment. The approximate shed dimensions 
are: width 53m, length 104m and height 35m.  
 
The City of Bunbury are continuing to treat areas within port land for the control of 
mosquitos. 
 
Southern Ports had a visit from the Department of Water and Environmental Regulation 
(DWER) on 23 January 2019 for a compliance audit.  There were no non compliance issues 
raised during the visit. 
 
The potential for self combustion in the Biomass stockpiles at Wapres is now well controlled 
and unlikely to occur again. 
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D Gordon raised the issue of truck noise.  M Warnock stated that the exhaust braking noise 
over the weekend that lead to her complaint was really bad and thanked the Port for taking 
care of the situation swiftly.  D Gordon stated that sign boards had been placed at the 
entrance to the Port and on Willinge Drive encouraging truck drivers to refrain from exhaust 
braking in community areas.  The Port Users have been asked to speak to their contractors 
and Port Security are logging any trucks using their exhaust brakes.  D Lambourn asked M 
Warnock to encourage members of the community to contact the Port directly if they have a 
noise complaint.  D Gordon stated that Southern Ports is updating the cumulative noise 
model in June or July this year which will incorporate the recording of truck noise.  D Gordon 
also stated that the Port is unable to do anything about truck noise on public roads as this is 
outside of the Port’s jurisdiction. D Gordon advised that this was a state-wide and national 
issue and all the Port could do was reinforce the message with truck operators and port 
users.  The steps that have been taken will be included in the Minutes. (Action Item 6.2) 
 
Mark Ritchie asked if the website was the only way to submit a complaint.  D Lambourn 
stated that the Port would prefer a phone call to enable immediate action of the issue.  M 
Warnock suggested putting a segment in the Port Talk advising members of the public on 
how they could contact the Port if they have an issue. (Action Item 6.3) 
 
Sand renourishment is being carried out on the Koombana Beach foreshore in particular at 
Point Busaco sea wall and in front of the eroded foredune near the Dolphin Discovery 
Centre.  Southern Ports will monitor the sand movement to keep sand at a reasonable width 
in front of the Dolphin Discovery Centre.  This will be an ongoing project. 
 
Most of Southern Ports is covered by CCTV camera coverage which helps with the 
environmental management. 
 
Darren Chapman reinforced the good work D Gordon and his team do around community 
complaints which have reduced by 30%. 
 
 
7. Marine Update (D Lambourn) 
 
D Lambourn provided the following marine update: 
 
Southern Ports is currently undertaking wrack removal from the channel in preparation for 
the dredging campaign that will start next week.  Removing the wrack allows the 
Hydrographic Survey Vessel to get a more accurate reading on the depth of the channel.  
The Port gets a Certificate of Exemption from the Department of Fisheries to allow us to do 
the wrack removal.  Currently the wrack is being used as a pasture enhancer and will be 
spread over the lands then slashed. 
 
The dredging campaign starts on 11th March 2019 and will run for three weeks concentrating 
on the channel and the basin. 
 
Over the last few months we have been trialling the Dynamic Under Keel Clearance (DUKC) 
system with good results.  We are now trialling a Channel Optimisation System from a 
Danish company.  Once we have received the report back the Port will decide which of the 
two systems will best suit Southern Ports.  There is a significant price difference between the 
two systems. 
 
B Rettinger enquired whether there was a program underway to replace the Harbour Master. 
 
S Lewis stated that an assessment has been done of each Port and we are looking at 
opportunities and reviewing the Organisation Structure.  There is a Deputy Harbour Master 
in each Port who are all competent in their roles. S Lewis also stated that the Board will be 
doing some strategic planning in June this year and that customer service is a key element 
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in how we proceed. S Lewis said he would like to see the Ports providing value to our 
customers and will be working with customers on the supply chain. 
 
B Rettinger stated that the Harbour Master is a key position and asked if all the roles of the 
Harbour Master are being covered.  D Lambourn stated that Rob Lovell is the Acting 
Harbour Master across all three Ports with the Deputy Harbour Masters reporting to him. 
 
 
8. Southern Ports Update (Darren Lambourn) 

 
D Lambourn provided the following Southern Ports update: 
 
Westport has taken over the Revised Inner Harbour Structure Plan after Southern Ports 
conducted a video presentation at a meeting with the Westport taskforce last week. Westport 
will be looking at the whole supply chain with Bunbury’s weakest point being the lack of rail 
infrastructure.  A study will be undertaken on car carriers and the infrastructure that would be 
needed. 
 
The Chair of Southern Ports Board, Rob Cole, has been invited as a guest on the steering 
committee. 
 
Southern Ports will await guidance from Westport on when the Revised Inner Harbour 
Structure Plan will be going out for public comment and will update members as soon has 
we receive advice. (Action Item 8.1) 
 
S Lewis stated that the Revised Inner Harbour Structure Plan takes into account everything 
Westport requires.  Scenarios indicate that 50% and even up to 100% of the container trade 
may come through Bunbury but investments need to be done on the rail infrastructure.  
Westport will conduct a presentation at the next PCCC meeting. (Action Item 8.2) 
 
M Ansell asked if there was any feedback from PCCC members who attended the Westport 
Progress Update presented by Nicole Lockwood at the Bunbury Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry on 27 February 2019.  M Webb stated that the presentation showed that Westport 
was mainly working on the expense of the project and that the distance to Bunbury may be 
an issue.  He also stated that Westport were looking at the cartage of containers through 
Bunbury and that transport was the main negative against Bunbury. 
 
B Rettinger shared that Westport stated that there were eight different options being used 
and asked which option Southern Ports was looking at.  D Lambourn stated that Southern 
Ports were looking at a few of the options both short term and long term including 
automation options.  S Lewis stated that the options may be modified and that part of the 
challenge for Westport is to choose the investment option that is best for the future. 
 
B Rettinger enquired whether the WA Planning Commission has any jurisdiction over the 
plans for the Port and what types of exports go through the Port.  S Lewis stated that Port 
planning needs to be consistent and although we are autonomous we require guidance and 
support from the Commission. 
 
 
9. Media (Peta Rule) 
 
Peta Rule provided the following media update: 
  
Peta Rule introduced herself and stated that of late there have been no media complaints 
received about the Bunbury Port. 
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The press is currently concentrating on the future of the Bunbury Port planning and the 
structural changes. 
 
Media reports and some content from our Intranet were e-mailed to the PCCC members 
today with one of the highlights being around community sponsorship.  Bunbury has $86 000 
allocated to community sponsorship with 75% being allocated to date. 
 
The next issue of Port Talk is almost complete and is being placed in both local newspapers 
instead of just the one. 
 
B Rettinger asked if Westport will be included in the media reports.  P Rule stated that 
Westport will be doing all their own media reporting. 
 
 
10. Community questions 
 
N Pozniakov voiced his concerns regarding the repair work being carried out in front of the 
Dome and stated that the correct geotech surveys need to be conducted when building on 
the waterfront.  M Warnock will send out an update from the City of Bunbury to the members 
for their information. 
 
B Rettinger suggested that it would be preferable to move the Stakeholder Function to an 
earlier date. 
 
M Warnock enquired whether the Port would be giving the City of Bunbury a report on the 
Revised Inner Harbour Structure Plan.  S Lewis stated that the plan is now with Westport so 
the Port is unable to report on it at this stage. 
 
D Lee asked about the time frame for the opening of the Outer Harbour.  D Lambourn stated 
that the Port is working towards the opening of the Outer Harbour but there is no set date 
yet. 
 
 
11. Any Other Business 

 
Mark Ritchie enquired if there would be any issues with access to the Port if the Bunbury 
Outer Ring Road (BORR) project goes ahead. M Warnock stated that there were a few 
issues regarding interchanges and that the project doesn’t give primacy to Bunbury.  
Discussion was had around issues with the Bunbury Outer Ring Road project. 
 
 
Meeting closed at 6:50 pm 
 
DATE OF NEXT MEETING:  Wednesday 5th June 2019 
 
 
Mike Ansell 
Chairman 
Community Consultation Committee - Bunbury 
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ACTION ITEM LIST 

FROM MINUTES OF PORT COMMUNITY CONSULTATION COMMITTEE - BUNBURY 

6 March 2019 

 

ITEM NO ACTION DATE AROSE ACTION BY STATUS 

4.1 
Stakeholder meeting with Board to be rescheduled. 

Invitations will be sent out. 
5 Dec 2018 D Lambourn Stakeholder function held on 15 May 2019 

5.1 Update to be given on Port Tours 5 Dec 2018 D Lambourn  

6.1 
Present report on Detailed Site Investigation in the Outer 

Harbour 
5 Dec 2018 D Gordon  

6.2 
The list of steps taken to mitigate truck noise to be included in 

the Minutes 
6 Mar 2019 D Gordon Sent to members 04/04/2019 and 30/05/2019 

6.3 
A segment to be included in the Port Talk advising the 

community on how to contact the Port if they have an issue.  
6 Mar 2019 P Rule 

Contact details are printed at the bottom of the 

Port Talk page 

8.1 
Members to be updated when the Revised Inner Harbour 

Structure Plan goes out for public comment 
6 Mar 2019 D Lambourn  

8.2 Westport to conduct a presentation at the next PCCC meeting 6 Mar 2019 D Lambourn Postponed – date to be advised 

 


